
Na N c y  R e m p e l

When Raymond Beaubien and 
Kitty Wilkes purchased a 1950s 
bungalow in Goldbar, they had 
no intention of replacing it with 
an Arts and Crafts gem.

The couple bought the prop-
erty, which they describe as 
having “no curb appeal, but 
a lovely, central location and 
view of the river valley,” in 
1999.

Like many owners of older 
homes, they were soon facing 
the dilemma of either investing 
in expensive upgrading, re-
building, or moving into some-
thing newer, probably in the 
suburbs.

Raymond, who works from 

home as a software develop-
er, was tired of “smelling the 
cold” in his dark, north-facing 
bedroom office.

Kitty, who works “just up 
the hill” at Environment Can-
ada, didn’t want to give up her 
walking commute.

By 2005, they knew they 
had to do something, but the 
patient pair held off until 2009, 
when the sizzling-hot con-
struction market had cooled 
down a bit. 

In the interim they had spent 
their time researching a dream 
home they weren’t expecting 
to build. However, with all 
that inspiration at hand they 

decided to have the original 
house moved — it’s now enjoy-
ing a second life in St. Albert — 
and to build from scratch.

The couple confesses to 
always admiring classic, older 
homes. 

“We knew — I knew —I 
wanted an Arts and Crafts 
design with a big front porch, 
like a house from the 1920s,” 
Kitty says.

The Arts and Crafts move-
ment began in England during 
the 1860s, as a protest against 
the age of industrialism and 
mass production. 

Arts and Crafts modernized
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Pillars serve to separate the living room from the dining area and evoke a spacious, open feel in the home of Kitty Wilkes and Raymond Beaubien, done in the Arts and Crafts style of a century ago.

The cosy gas fireplace surrounded by rich, deep-green tiles 
is a focal point in the living room.
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the top 3 words that sell houses i10

Leanne Brownoff: Plan carefully for best skylight 
results i7

Jim Hole: start growing early with cloches i6

new home evokes simplicity, 
elegance of 1920s movement

See MODERN page I3
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