
L AU R A  S EV E R S

Forget about the line that it’s not 
easy being green.

Even Kermit the Frog, of Mup-
pets fame, wouldn’t have a leg to 
stand on were he about to build an 
energy efficient home in Edmon-
ton today and tried to sing the blues 
about how being green is not as 
easy as it seems.

That’s because the 2016 edition 
of Edmonton’s annual Eco-Solar 
Home Tour, running June 4 and 5,  
not only showcases new energy 
efficient homes and how they’re 
being built, but has an added em-
phasis on how being a green home-
owner no longer carries as high a 
price tag as it once did.

“I am encouraged to see some 
energy efficient homes on the tour 
this year that are more affordable,” 
said Andrew Mills, president of the 
Eco-Solar Home Tour Society. 

“These are energy efficient homes 
that are not net zero — houses that 
produce as much energy as they 
use — but they’re priced at market 
rate. They’re quite energy efficient 
homes and, for me, this is the next 
step that has to happen.”

Landmark Homes, with two 
market-priced energy efficient 
homes in Laurel Green in south-
east Edmonton, and another entry 
in Kernohan in Clareview, is one of 
the builders that has taken on the 
challenge to help new home buy-

ers afford an energy efficient home.
“We’ve been working on this 

since 2008, and how to best apply 
it to new homes without making 
it daunting or difficult (for the 
homebuyer) and to integrate it as 
best we can,” said Tanya Rumak, 
sustainability and public relations 
manager for the Landmark Group 
of Companies.

The free two-day event features 
the Landmark offerings and 15 
other sites, including seven net-
zero homes, as well as the winner 
of the Canadian Home Builders’ 
Association — Alberta 2015 Green 
Home award.

“We’ve still got some great homes 
with the best in efficient technolo-
gies, but this year I’m very pleased 
to see some affordable homes in the 
mix,” said Mills.

L AU R E L  G R E E N
Drive or walk by the Prague 

and Athens show homes in Lau-
rel Green and you would have no 
idea that an eco-friendly gem lies 
inside. In fact, walking through 
either Landmark show home they 
seem similar to most other show 
homes on the surface. But dig a 
little deeper and you would prob-
ably be surprised that these ‘typi-
cal’ show homes rate high on the 
EnerGuide scale — a standardized 
way to measure a home’s energy 
performance.

While the upgraded model of the 

Prague comes in at $427,660, en-
ergy efficient features don’t factor 
into increased prices. 

“We want people to be able to 
adopt energy efficiency at an af-
fordable cost,” said Rumak. “We 
give it to them at our cost.”

The 1,636-square-foot three bed-
room, two-and-a-half bathroom 
Prague includes more traditional 
energy saving features, such as 
sprayfoam insulation, triple-pane 
windows, and low-flow toilets, 
shower heads and faucets. But 

Landmark has gone much farther 
to build a home that registers an 
EnerGuide rating of 87 — a rating 
of 80 or higher for a new home is 
considered as excellent, the high-
est rating is 100.

ECO-SOLAR HOMES TOUR 
SHOWCASES AFFORDABILITY

Tim and Lucie Heins’ home in Alberta Beach has a 93 EnerGuide rating and won the 2015 Green Home award from the Canadian Home Builders’ Association – Alberta.

The Heins home features triple-glaze argon-filled PV windows and an air source heat pump with electric coil  
secondary heating, along with high-efficiency heating systems.
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