OUR BEAUTIFUL IS MORE BEAUTIFUL THANTHEIR BEAUTIFUL
Not because we want it to be, but because we worked really hard for it to be and it’s all included in the Sterling Standard.
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Pillars serve to separate the living room from the dining area and evoke a spacious, open feel in the home of Kitty Wilkes and Raymond Beaubien, done in the Arts and Crafts style of a century ago.

m y ho u se b e a u t i f u l

Arts and Crafts modernized
New home evokes simplicity,
elegance of 1920s movement

Na nc y R e m p e l

The cosy gas fireplace surrounded by rich, deep-green tiles
is a focal point in the living room.

When Raymond Beaubien and
Kitty Wilkes purchased a 1950s
bungalow in Goldbar, they had
no intention of replacing it with
an Arts and Crafts gem.

The couple bought the property, which they describe as
having “no curb appeal, but
a lovely, central location and
view of the river valley,” in
1999.
Like many owners of older
homes, they were soon facing
the dilemma of either investing
in expensive upgrading, rebuilding, or moving into something newer, probably in the
suburbs.
Raymond, who works from

home as a software developer, was tired of “smelling the
cold” in his dark, north-facing
bedroom office.
Kitty, who works “just up
the hill” at Environment Canada, didn’t want to give up her
walking commute.
By 2005, they knew they
had to do something, but the
patient pair held off until 2009,
when the sizzling-hot construction market had cooled
down a bit.
In the interim they had spent
their time researching a dream
home they weren’t expecting
to build. However, with all
that inspiration at hand they

decided to have the original
house moved — it’s now enjoying a second life in St. Albert —
and to build from scratch.
The couple confesses to
always admiring classic, older
homes.
“We knew — I knew —I
wanted an Arts and Crafts
design with a big front porch,
like a house from the 1920s,”
Kitty says.
The Arts and Crafts movement began in England during
the 1860s, as a protest against
the age of industrialism and
mass production.
See MODERN page I3
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Four walkout ravine lots left.
780 901 0326

Photo shot on
location

Minutes from hundreds of shops and services, a family of
white tailed deer, beaver, moose, and awesome neighbors.

Ravines of Richford. Gated. Private. Luxury
www.celebrationhomes.ca
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The coved ceilings of the living room continue into the open kitchen.

Strict attention paid
to minutest details
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Along with evoking the
past and gracious living,
the couple wanted the
house to deliver energy
efficiency and the comforts
of modern living — including in-floor heating.
They enlisted Effect
Home Builders and designer Katherine Ball, who
Kitty jokes, “knows exactly what she wants and tells
you what you want.”
Kitty admits Ball got a
lot of what she wanted —
including a two-bedroom
second floor — but Kitty
stuck to her guns when
it came to the large, oldfashioned, wedding-white
kitchen, and bold features
such as the red exterior
window frames and distinctive cabbage-patch
green feature walls.
The couple’s attention to
detail is now evident from
the curb. A boulder-lined,
paving-stone pathway
meanders to the spacious
front porch. The handle
on the wooden Shakerstyle door is hammered
metal and levered — like the
rest of the home’s handles
— to accommodate aging
wrists.
The roomy entranceway
is enhanced by large, tanand-cream Italian travertine tiles, inviting guests to
linger and take in the living
room’s coffered ceilings.
Kitty spotted the decorative detailing in a magazine,
and after seeing the initial
results, had the cove-like
ceiling extended throughout the main floor.
Like the rest of the home,
these ceiling details are
a treat for the eyes and
evoke an era of grace and
elegance.
Old-fashioned, coalshaped embers beckon in
the living room’s gas fireplace. Its surround consists of rich green, handmade tiles from New Zealand, interspersed with
tiles featuring voluptuous,
vintage, Mackintosh roses,
a flower design created by
Charles Rennie Mackintosh who was an architect
and water colourist popular
during the Arts and Crafts
period.
No detail from the past
has escaped the couple’s
notice. There aren’t any
distracting electrical outlets on the living room
walls. Instead, strategically placed discrete outlets
appear out of the red oak
flooring, then disappear
under cosy, Cotswold-style
furniture.
Purely decorative white
pillar columns frame the
living room and central
oak staircase, to provide
a natural division without
walls.
From above the staircase,
daylight from two large
skylights — which can be
opened during hot weather
— floods the centre of the
home year-round.
When the sun goes down,
classic handcrafted metal
lighting fixtures, with
EDM00587259_1_1

charming inverted tulip and
rectangular shaped globes,
provide warm light.
Above the handmade
oak dining table, paperthin sheets of crystallized
mica in a simple, square
metal pendant light cast
an amber glow onto the
main wall where one of
Kitty’s own creations — a
bright red and green handmade quilt called New York
Beauty — is displayed.
Kitty’s dream kitchen is
a perfect blend of modern
conveniences and old-fashioned twists.
Large, glass-block windows built into the backsplash provide light and
display nooks. A Hoosierstyle cupboard appears to
be attached to the wall,
until Kitty slides it up and
down like a garage door,
revealing heavy appliances
resting on the white, quartz
countertop.
Large floor-to-ceiling
windows provide a view
of the rambling parkland
across the street and swing
open to the porch when
things get too hot.

“There is
absolutely
nothing I
would change
about our
home.”
K i tt y W i lkes

Wooden antiques the
couple have collected over
the years are sprinkled
throughout the home.
A large, oak rolltop desk
basks in warm light in
Raymond’s office, which
is separated from the living room by vintage-style,
decorative pocket doors. To
accommodate teleworking,
additional electrical outlets
and network connections
were added.
“Now, I have practically
a wall of windows facing
the sunny backyard,” says
Raymond, who cheerfully
shares his workspace with
any combination of the
couple’s four elderly cats.
The spacious room is also
designed to convert into a
main-floor bedroom, “in
case we encounter mobility issues as we age.”
“There is absolutely nothing I would change about
our home,” adds Kitty.
Touché.
Nancy can be reached at
rempeln@gmail.com for
comments or suggestions
for future features on
unique or beautiful homes
in the Edmonton region.
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