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m y house beaut i f ul

Home carved with light and love
Sculptor’s late
spouse helped
shape design

NA NC Y R E M P E L

Finding Pat Galbraith’s home
in Belgravia is easy. The artist’s
fascination with stone is visible
halfway down the older, residential street. That’s because
one of her earliest works — a
boulder-sized, concrete sculpture she based on the letter “A”
and calls Alpha — rests in the
front yard.
Pat and her husband Bernie
started planning their dream
home after recurrent flooding
and cracking of the foundation
of their 1950s semi-bungalow
could no longer be ignored.
Sadly, the day they signed on
with a contractor to replace the
home, Bernie received news of
a dire cancer prognosis.
“I just thought, why would
we not continue? This was
something we were both
looking forward to,” says Pat,
adding that it gave them both
something positive to focus
on.
The couple proceeded with
plans to rent the house across
the street, and settled in to
watch their vision come to
life.
They wanted to create a
bright, accessible, low-maintenance, energy-efficient
home that they could live in
“forever.”
“Bernie lived to see the framing of the house,” Pat says.
His dream home included a
central airy core, to take advantage of north and south
light, and to provide a place for
“the dog to run circles around,”
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A striking sculpture greets visitors to artist Pat Galbraith’s Belgravia home.

adds Pat with a laugh.
The accomplished sculptor
is often invited to judge international competitions, and her
passion for design and shape is
evident throughout the home.
For instance, at the large front
entryway, a striking horizontal line of assorted brushed
stainless steel planks screens
the central staircase and reflects light.
The main-floor kitchen is
dominated by a 15-foot curved
island also clad in brushed
stainless steel. Its inspiration

was a circular bar carved out
of ice that caught Pat’s eye
at a sculpting competition in
Ottawa.
“To accommodate a couple of
people and a potential wheelchair, I just took an arch of it
and stretched it,” Pat says. A
nook at one end provides seating for two on shiny white
leather-and-chrome, highbacked stools.
The room is tiled in rectangular, warm mid-grey porcelain that has already proven itself as “amazingly dense”

and forgiving when one of her
small, but heavy bronze sculptures took a tumble.
The countertops are granite,
accented by pomegranate-coloured flecks of industrial garnet embedded in the soft greyand-brown surface.
The couple designed the
home with the help of architect
Anneliese Fris, who was “very
receptive” to their input. They
also consulted friends and
other new-home owners.
A sculpture peers out from between the railings on the front
porch of Pat’s home.

See CARVED page I6

elegant by nature
LAKE LOTS NOW AVAILABLE.

Lakeview
Show Homes

POPLAR
LAKE

Crystallina

66 ST.

Crystallina show homes (coming soon) can be
viewed in our neighboring community of Lakeview:
Park Royal Homes: 780.440.4200
Pacesetter Homes: 780.473.3768
Daytona Homes: 780.452.2288
Ironstone Homes: 780.454.7799

ANTHONY
HENDAY DR.

82 ST.

Picture a community as diverse and vibrant as its protected natural surroundings.
Introducing Crystallina, Edmonton’s newest Genstar Community. With multiple home
styles from a variety of respected builders, Crystallina is a welcome breath of fresh air.

167 AVE.
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Walk-in
shower has
large bench
C A RV E D

Con tin u ed f rom p age I 1

Pat says everyone they asked
loved having a walk-in pantry
but universally wished the
space was bigger. So the rear
room is large enough to include
a tall, wooden workbench Pat
found at Home Depot.
This pantry/workspace is
also “perfect” for large appliances, and muted-glass cupboards from Ikea open to reveal
clear glass shelves, so everything stored up high is visible
from below.
Floor-to-ceiling windows and
glass french doors throughout
the main floor provide natural
light year-round. Deep window ledges are display areas
for Pat’s prolific and diverse
work along with favourite collections, including sculptures
by Charles Hilton.
Afternoon light filtering into her large office casts wonderful shadows from her early
pieces and creations, including
a bestselling teapot based on a
part of the male anatomy.
An elevator installed discretely behind the main staircase ensures that the home is
fully accessible.
Closet-like doors reveal the
small, wood-panelled lift,
which Pat uses regularly to
shuttle laundry to and from
the basement.
In the second-floor master bedroom, a polished sledstyle, cherrywood bed — that
between moving and storage
took Pat seven years to finish
— beckons.
“I was going to carve angels
from the Hansel and Gretel
opera at my head and feet,
but I never got around to doing
that. If I get around to carving it, that’s fine, and if I don’t,
that’s fine too.”
Pat tiled the ensuite bathroom herself.
A bench in the large, glass,
walk-in shower was on Bernie’s “must-have” list. She
loves relaxing in the shiny
white, claw-foot tub with
dainty silver-capped feet.
The vibrant 70-year-old says
this floor is where she spends
the most time, because it is
home to her large studio. Her
previous studio was in the garage, where “there was no room
left for a breath, let alone an
idea.”
The space is every artist’s
dream — north facing for ideal
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The large, curved island in the kitchen is based on a bar carved from ice that caught Pat Galbraith’s imagination at a sculpting competition in Ottawa.

light — and adjacent to the
backyard balcony, where Pat
has spent a “very productive”
winter experimenting with her
passion for watercolour painting in -25C weather.
Pat loves the home even more
than she imagined, and it does
remind her of Bernie, but “it’s
not a sad feeling at all, it’s really
a loving sense.
“Everyone who comes in
seems to feel a calmness and
balance throughout the house,
which I feel when I come in,
too.”
Much like a favourite piece
of art …
Nancy can be reached at
rempeln@gmail.com for
comments or sug gestions for
future features on unique
or beautiful homes in the
Edmonton region.

edmontonjournal.com
For a gallery of photos of
Pat Galbraith’s home, and
for more in the My House
Beautiful series, go to
edmontonjournal.com/house

Pat painstakingly tiled the ensuite bathroom herself. She enjoys relaxing the in claw-foot tub beside the walk-in shower.

Wallish Greenhouses

THIS IS THE YEAR OF “FRESH” AND “YES”!
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YES, we even got rid of the mud puddle in front of the exit door! YES, we are
still having a party on May 4th with live music, a fund-raiser barbeque, coffee,
cookies, and YES, fresh fruit. We think you’ll like the changes, the new colors,
and new varieties. And YES, we even added 2 more tills for faster lines on those
busy days. One more YES – we’ll still be the same friendly greenhouse you’ve
trusted for quality bedding plants – grown here, not shipped here for your best
garden performance. We look forward to reconnecting with you!
P.S. YES, we are on the radio again this year.
Wed. at 10:15 am on CFCW and Wed. at 8:45 am on CHED.

2013CalendarofEvents
May 2013

The striking stainless steel slats serve to separate the stairs from the front entryway.

May 1.......................................................Opening Day! Hours: Mon-Fri 9 to 9, Saturday 9 to 6, Sunday 12 to 5
May 1-10.................................................................All Pansy Jumbo 6 packs and Strawberries – Buy 3 get 1 free
May 4..................................................................................................................................................”Spring is Here!” Party
May 12...................................................................................................................................................................Mother’s Day
May 18-20.........................................................................May Long Weekend: Open Monday, May 21 9am-6pm

Ravines of Richford
G AT E D . P R I VAT E . LU X U RY.

June 2013

June 16.......................................................................................................Father’s Day – the last Sunday we are open.
..................................................................................................After this we are open regular hours Mon-Sat.
June 17-22................................................................................................................ All Jumbo 6 packs – Buy 3 get 1 free
June 24-29................................................................................................................ All Jumbo 6 packs – Buy 2 get 1 free

July 2013

July 1................................................................................................................................ Hours change Mon. to Sat. 9 to 6
July 1-6..................................................................................................................... All Jumbo 6 packs – Buy 1 get 1 free
...........................................................................................................................All other plants – Buy 3 get 1 free
July 8-10................................................................................................................... All Jumbo 6 packs – Buy 1 get 1 free
..........................................................................................................................All other plants – Buy 2 get 1 free
July 11-13...................................................................................................................................All plants – Buy 1 get 1 free
Photo shot on location

53218 Rng Rd 231
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Sherwood Park

FOUR WALKOUT RAVINE LOTS LEFT!

780-467-3091

Minutes from hundreds of shops and services,
a family of white tailed deer, beaver, moose,
and awesome neighbors.

www.celebrationhomes.ca

Growing Quality Bedding Plants in Edmonton for the
Alberta Gardener Since 1919

780.901.0326
EDM00588399_1_1

Our 94th Year!
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