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FORGOTTEN FLOWERS
It’s possible to revive those neglected tubers, but start now C4
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SECTION C

A feature wall of stained walnut veneer anchors the living room, while a wall stone slate was used to surround the living room fireplace.
NA N C Y R E M PE L

When Dee’s parents offered her
childhood home as the infill site
for building a forever home with
her husband, the decision was an
easy one.
“We really love the neighbourhood,” the Highlands resident —
who declined to give her last name
— says of the property, which holds
fond memories, is still home to her
parents, and provides easy access to
both the city’s centre and the river
valley.
The couple were living in a downtown condo when the offer was
made, and after hearing horror
stories about friends’ experiences
with building custom homes, they
started researching home builders.
Dee says they chose Effect Home
Builders for their professionalism, eco-friendly approach and the
bonus of meeting Mike Holmes’s
standards under the building guru’s
certification program.
Knowing their build would be
much larger than the existing
900-square-foot bungalow, Dee
wanted to be sensitive to their
neighbours. With that in mind, she
worked with an architect to cre-

M Y H O U S E B E AU T I F U L

FROM THE
GROUND UP
Neighbourhood factored into Highlands custom
infill two-storey home with contemporary exterior
ate a West Coast-inspired design
that “wouldn’t stick out like a sore
thumb,” she says. Dee says because
the home is so solidly insulated,
heat produced by its gas fireplace
warms the entire main floor.
The home’s two-storey contemporary exterior is acrylic grey
stucco with natural wood detailing.
Front and rear patios create easy

access for entertaining indoors or
al fresco. Dee says the rear patio has
been used the most, but primarily
for growing tomatoes, with the help
of her dad in the summertime.
The home’s initial design came
to life and was tweaked throughout
the build. Its custom-made slabstyle front door complements the
exterior detailing and charcoal-

coloured trim. It is levered by a
brushed stainless steel industrialstyle pull — which is a source of humour when departing guests can’t
find a door handle.
Copious light from floor-to-ceiling windows illuminates the entire
main floor and its simple combination of large, cream-coloured,
rectangle ceramic tile along with
greyish-brown, maple engineered
hardwood. Dee says she selected
the hardwood based on its reputation for tolerating our extreme
prairie climate.
Original plans included an open,
central spiral staircase leading
both upstairs and down. But Dee
redesigned it after she saw its airy
core and had visions of children
rappelling down. Instead, the void

was filled with a large column encased in wall stone slate. The versatile stone was also used for the
surround around the living room
fireplace.
POPS OF COLOUR

Dee says wanting a modern design without it feeling “cold” was
challenging. In the open-concept
kitchen, a teal-coloured kettle and
cheerful collections of pottery birds
grace shelves and counter space.
In her spacious main floor office,
natural light reflects off the plush
aqua blue desk chair she found at
HomeSense.
Aside from a floral print she fell
in love with for the dining room,
Dee chose neutral grey and sandcoloured tones for custom-made
window coverings because of the
expense involved in replacing
them. Walls are painted in decorator’s white — the truest of whites —
with feature walls yet to be decided.
MIXING CONTEMPORARY
AND TRADITIONAL

Dee felt confident about selecting
the home’s furniture, floor coverings and some accents, including
the central staircase’s striking fivependant crystal lighting, which
she found at Costco. However, she
enlisted Sydney Bond, Effect’s design adviser, to finalize some key
choices.
With Sydney’s help, any concerns
that some choices — like Dee’s penchant for chandelier-style fixtures
— wouldn’t work with other design
elements were laid to rest.

S E E H I G H L A N D S O N C2

Pendant lighting dangles over this granite kitchen island, backdropped by dark wooden cabinetry.
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Lighting suits
each space
H I G H L A N D S F R O M C1

Dee’s favourite fixtures are those
Sydney twinned for the large formal dining room. Normally displayed as a single fixture, black
satin boxes adorned with crystals
hang side by side for a stunning
contemporary look.
Sydney says the pairing is a nod
to the traditional chandelier — but
it also creates some beautiful sight
lines both within and outside the
home.
LIGHTING THE
RIGHT LOOK

In the upstairs master bedroom,
soft lighting created by a fixture of
gossamer fabric and delicate glass
beads casts a romantic spell over
the king-sized bed that Dee says
she spotted in Vancouver and “had
to have.”
S E E H I G H L A N D S O N C3

This custom two-storey infill home in the Highlands neighbourhood was constructed by Effect Home Builders.

A smaller dining area sits next to the kitchen, providing entertaining space.

In the formal dining room, chandelier lighting is achieved with twin black satin boxes adorned with crystals.

Where to find

NEWHOMES
in the city.
Northeast

COMMUNITIES
Northwest

Hawks Ridge At Big Lake
Hudson Park
Newcastle
Starling At Big Lake
Trumpeter By Big Lake
Tuscany Hills
Village At Griesbach

West

Cameron Heights
Edgemont
Granville
Hampton Pointe
Henley Heights
Secord
Stewart Greens
Woodhaven - Edgemont

Southwest

Ambleside In Windermere
Ambleside South
Chappelle Gardens
Collections At Creekwood
Creekwood Chappelle
Crimson in Creekwood
Chappelle
Desrochers Villages
In Heritage Valley
Glenridding
Glenridding Heights
Graydon Hill
Keswick On The River
Jagare Ridge
Langdale In Windermere
One At Keswick
One At Windermere
Paisley At Heritage Valley
Upper Windermere

Northwest

South

Allard
Allard In HeritageValley
Callaghan
Callaghan In Heritage Valley
Cavanagh
Lake Summerside
Royal Oaks
Rutherford Heights
The Orchards At Ellerslie
Walker Summit

West

Northeast

Southwest

Southeast

South

Crystallina Nera
Cy Becker
Fraser Vista
Manning Village
McConachie
McConachie Landing
The Terrace At Schonsee
Verte-Homesteader
Village At Schonsee
Vita Crystallina Nera

Southeast

Laurel Green
Laurel Crossing
Maple Crest
Tamarack Common
Walker Lakes North
Walker Lakes Station
Willow Haven
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Stainless fits
with chrome
H I G H L A N D S F R O M C2

Neither Dee nor her husband
are big fans of bathtubs, so the
ensuite includes an enormous
glass-enclosed shower. The shower’s large door slides sideways to
save space.
Sydney also sourced lighting for
one of the couple’s favourite spaces — the main-floor kitchen. Over
the granite-topped island, stainless steel and smoked glass pendants complement the laser-cut
chrome and crystal fixture in the
adjoining glassed-in eating nook.
This is where Dee likes spreading
out to cook Italian and Greek cuisine, but readily admits her mom
cooked amazing meals in a fraction
of the space.
Stainless steel appliances, including a wine cooler and double
oven, tie in beautifully with the
rectangular chrome pulls on the
maple cabinetry. Despite enjoying
the contemporary look, Dee says
she wouldn’t choose stainless steel
again, because of the way it draws
fingerprints and water spots.
The couple often dines at the
kitchen island, or on the couch in
the cosy adjoining family room. Dee
says this area posed design challenges because they entertain regularly, and didn’t want the television
to be the focal point. With Sydney’s
help, they designed an entertainment console and feature wall of
stained walnut veneer. Along with
providing a backdrop for the TV,
its display bench is reinforced to
double as seating. Large, dramatic
silver vases bookend the space.
One of Dee’s husband’s favourite
places is the full gym in the airy
raised basement. The space includes a guest bedroom and second
media area, and a small kitchen allows visitors to make themselves
at home.
Dee credits Effect for making
the process of coming full circle
as seamless as possible.
“It’s perfect for us,” she says.
For more about Effect Home
Builders, visit effecthomes.ca.

Instead of a bath, the master ensuite has a large shower with a glass door that slides sideways to save space.

A small second kitchen is an added convenience for visitors in the basement guest room.

The rear patio creates a pleasant space for gardening,
although it’s only sprouted tomatoes so far.
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Today!

EXCEL

HOMES
SALES CENTRE

GRAND
OPENING
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 TH AT NOON

Get the front garage single-family or duplex home you want, combined with an
eﬀortless homebuying experience, at a price that can’t be beat. Excel makes it
possible, with its newest release of homes in Crystallina Nera in NE Edmonton.

$

PLUS! Bring your friends and family on February 25 th to enjoy
our Grand Opening EVENT:

Front Garage
Homes

• Savoury and sweet poutine
and beaver tail food truck
snacks and refreshments
• Kids face painting

• Up! 99.3 radio remote,
live on location
• iPad giveaway

FROM

299,900

FROM

399,900

$

VISIT

EXCELHOMES.CA
OR CALL US TODAY AT

780-250-1440

FOR MORE INFORMATION

ANTHONY HENDAY DR

66 ST NW

Front Garage
Duplexes

82 ST NW

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF LIMITED TIME
PRE-SALE PRICING IN EDMONTON’S
PREMIERE NE COMMUNITY

167 AVE NW

NE EDMONTON
17463 80 Street NW
780-250-1440

Mon – Thurs 2 to 8pm
Weekends and Holidays 12 to 5pm

Listed prices are accurate as of the date of publication and are inclusive of home, lot and GST. Pricing, availability, features, plans, exterior and promotion (if available) will vary by community and model, and may change without notice. Renderings and photos may not reﬂect actual ﬁnal product. Please see your Area Manager for full details. E. & O.E.
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